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news LETTERSP

SHELLEY PUBLIC SCHOOL 17th May 2019VOL: 38  No.14

Principal’s ReportPrincipal’s Report

 KidsMatter 

Our Year 3 and 5 students have now almost completed their 
NAPLAN assessments this week. Shelley PS students par�cipated in NAPLAN 
online for the first �me this year, and overall this process ran very smoothly. 
Although some Year 5 students experienced some delays in the Wri�ng 
assessment on Tuesday, these were minor and none of our students were 
disadvantaged. In our experience, the students responded very well to the assessments being presented 
online. They were very comfortable with the process and there appeared to be far fewer students ge�ng 
'stressed” or worried about the assessments.

Well done to all of the boys and girls for your efforts. There are always some great le�ers doing the rounds 
on social media at this �me – reminding students that whilst it is important to try our best in all that we do 
(including our NAPLAN test), these tests do not measure all that each student is capable of, or has 
achieved. We recognise that each and every child is unique and brings their own special gi�s, skills and 
experiences to their learning. Our goal is to nurture each child to achieve their very best across all areas.  
As parents, it is important to remember that whilst the NAPLAN assessments provide us with some 
valuable informa�on about both school and student performance, they are certainly not the only 
measures we use at school.  Teachers and students are involved in ongoing assessment throughout the 
year, and this data ensures that our teaching and learning programs are always adapted to meet the 
learning needs of our students.

Since our last newsle�er, we have had a very successful Mother's 
Day stall, as well as the Mother's Day breakfast. Sincere thanks to:

Ÿ Nicki and her amazing team of helpers who brought together a
lovely stall, with a huge variety of gi�s for our students to choose
from.

Ÿ Kerri, and all of the P&C helpers (as well as the office staff and the
dads who came along to help), who provided breakfast for over
150 people!

What a wonderful way to celebrate the mums, grandmothers and 
other special women in our lives!

Thank you to the Shelley community for your support of our Adopt a 
Farmer Mu�i Day last week. There were li�le “farmers” everywhere 
at Shelley on the day – all here to support Australian farmers and 
their families. Shelley raised over $500. The Shelley community are 
truly generous in their support of such worthy causes – and helping 
to raise a new genera�on of community caring and outward thinking 
young individuals.

Year 4 Parents - if you intend to 
apply for your child, you must 

do so as soon as possible.

 Late applications
will not be accepted. 

Year 5 2020
Opportunity Class

Online applications for 
opportunity class placement 

in 2020 close at 10pm 
today, Friday 17th May.

Important Reminder
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Book Fair
Yesterday, our first Book Fair for 2019 commenced. Shelley PS Book Fairs are always well a�ended by 
the Shelley community, as we all recognise the importance of developing a love of books and reading 
for our students. We look forward to seeing many parents and grandparents visit during the course of 
the Book Fair.

Important Reminder for Parents
Whilst our Student Wellbeing and PBL system is implemented consistently across the school, and our staff 
place great emphasis on ensuring a posi�ve culture within both classrooms and the playground, from 
�me to �me we have incidents of children being unkind, unfair or nega�ve in their interac�ons with 
others. Whilst it can be upse�ng when your child comes home distressed by something that has 
happened with a peer, we remind all parents that it is ESSENTIAL that school processes are followed in 
rela�on to incidents at school. 

If your child is upset about something, and they 
have not informed a teacher so that it could be 
dealt with, we ask parents to please make contact 
with the class teacher or the Assistant Principal 
for the relevant stage (see right). 

Under NO CIRCUMSTANCES should a parent or 
family member approach someone else's child to 
talk about what has happened. Likewise, we ask 
that parents DO NOT contact the parents of the 
other child directly where the ma�er has 
occurred at school.

A�endance
Well done to the boys and girls of Shelley PS for 
outstanding records of a�endance! When I meet 
with the execu�ve staff to review the a�endance rates of our students – I have been very pleased to see 
excellent a�endance records by the majority of our students – and a big improvement for others.

Regular and punctual a�endance at school is essen�al for the success of students at both primary school 
and later in life. This is important for not only each individual child, but also for the learning of their whole 
class. I have included in this newsle�er some important informa�on and reminders from the Department 
of Educa�on website.

Lost Uniforms
The lost property cupboard has started to fill up once again. Unfortunately many of the items that make 
their way to lost property are either unclearly labelled (the wri�ng is faded or illegible) or not labelled at all.

Where possible, labelled items are returned directly to students. 

Of late we have no�ced that some items are turning up a few weeks a�er they are going missing – possibly 
having been taken home by the wrong student and then returned a 
while later.

We remind all parents:

Ÿ Please CLEARLY label ALL items (check the labels periodically to 
make sure they have not faded or come off)

Ÿ Please check your child's uniforms as they go through the wash 
each week. (Children frequently pick up the wrong jumper – if you 
no�ce your child has brought the wrong items home, please return 
them to school immediately).

The first person to speak to should always be 
the class teacher, as they will o�en have the 
most knowledge about your child.

Alterna�vely, you can contact 
the Assistant Principal:

 Kindergarten  Miss Greenwood     

 Years 1 - 2 Mrs Pikse (Mon  - Wed) or
   Mrs Rachel Ramnac (Th  - Fri)

 Years 3 - 4 Miss Sultana

 Years 5 - 6 Mrs Bradley

Who should I talk to?
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Influenza
As we head into winter, we naturally have many cold and flu “bugs” at school. The 
sick bay is star�ng to get busy again - with children coming to visit due to 
temperatures, vomi�ng and general cold symptoms. Although regular a�endance at 
school is important – it is also essen�al that children are fit and well when at school.

Children who are unwell should be kept at home
un�l the symptoms have cleared.

We o�en have reports of students diagnosed with various strands of influenza. 
Influenza is a contagious respiratory illness caused by influenza viruses. Exposure to influenza at school 
can cause illness for large numbers of students and teachers– so we ask parents to help us by ensuring 
their children remain at home if they are unwell. 

This week we have also had a reported case of whooping cough in the school community – so if you are 
unsure about your child's cough, please see a doctor.

Reminder for Parent Helpers in Classrooms
At Shelley PS we greatly value the par�cipa�on of parents and grandparents in many aspects of school life.

One very valuable way of helping out is to volunteer as a parent helper for reading or maths groups. We 
currently have a small number of parents who volunteer in this capacity.

I would just like to remind all parents who assist in classrooms of the significance of this role – and of the 
trust that is placed in you as a volunteer. Confiden�ality is of upmost importance – and I remind all our 
helpers that the learning, efforts and behaviour of our students MUST NOT be discussed outside the 
classroom, not even with a child's parents. If you have any concerns about anything rela�ng to your help in 
the classroom, please speak to the classroom teacher.

Student Safety, Parking Issues and Courtesy to Neighbours
The issue of road safety around our school has been raised on numerous occasions in the newsle�er. 
Unfortunately most of the issues with safety at drop-off and pick-up, con�nue to be with parents from our 
school parking inappropriately and o�en unsafely. Although we understand that these �mes can be very 
congested with traffic – surely the safety of our students is worth parents parking just a li�le further away 
and walking those few extra metres?

We o�en hear on the news of terrible accidents with young people being seriously injured in traffic 
incidents. I con�nue to receive occasional reports about Shelley students being in unsafe 
situa�ons. One example is students aligh�ng from cars from the driver / traffic side of 
vehicles. For their safety, students should always get out of a car from the kerb side. 

I “sound like a broken record” on this one – but we s�ll have a very small number of 
parents and students taking unsafe short-cuts through the staff car park at pick-up 
and drop-off �me. Although the gates are generally closed – This does NOT mean it is 
safe to cross through the car park – as cars can s�ll be reversing out of car spots. Please DO NOT walk 
through the car park – you are se�ng a bad example for students and pu�ng children in danger.

I ask all parents to please take some �me to discuss road safety with your children –par�cularly if they are 

walking to and from school unsupervised. A reminder - all young children should cross the road with a 

responsible adult. Where possible – ALWAYS use the available crossings and pedestrian lights.

Also of par�cular concern, is the disregard for our neighbours by some. I am frequently spoken to by 

people living in close proximity to our school about parents parking across driveways, making it impossible 

to enter or leave their property. Recently one of our neighbours contacted me about rubbish le� on their 

nature strip by parents and students. Please be mindful and respec�ul of our neighbours and their 

proper�es. Your common courtesy can make a big difference in the way others view the Shelley school 

community.
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A�er School Pick Up 
We encourage our older students to be responsible to enter and leave school each day. Unfortunately, 
there are occasionally incidents where children have not been in the correct place to meet their parents or 
carers. This can be very distressing for parents and teachers alike.

We ask parents to talk to their children about this and ensure that they are aware of the correct 
procedures if you are running late.

When you are not here to pick them up students must come to my office. (Parents will need to sign 
students out when they are collected).  Of course, if you are aware that you will be running late, it is helpful 
if you can ring the office to inform us, so students can be no�fied to come to the office and wait.

Please note: it should not be assumed that it is ok to be late and that staff are on duty to care for students! 
Where parents are frequently late picking their children up, you will be contacted regarding making 
alterna�ve arrangements for the prompt collec�on of your children. 

Excursions
“School Excursions and incursions are a valuable 
teaching and learning vehicle, o�en integral to 
quality curriculum delivery in that they provide 
access to teaching content and learning experiences 
not available at the school” (DoE Excursion Policy).

Our school, and the Department of Educa�on, is 
commi�ed to “providing a safe, secure, disciplined and quality 

learning environment in which students can develop their individual talents, interests and abili�es 
through a curriculum that fosters the intellectual, physical, social and moral development of the student”.

Excursions are part of these quality teaching and learning programs. In choosing to offer an excursion, our 
teachers always consider the educa�onal value of the excursion, whilst taking into the needs and 
resources of the school and students, and the total learning program.

We see these excursions as an outstanding opportunity to enhance and extend classroom learning. They 
are also a valuable opportunity to develop each student’s independence and resilience - and quite o�en, 
these experiences are the highlight of the student’s year!

We understand that some parents may some�mes feel nervous or worried about their child leaving the 
school for the purpose of an excursion, par�cularly our younger students. Please be assured that our 
teachers are me�culous in their organisa�on of events outside the school. We have the same duty of care 
for students as in the school environment. This duty of care is NOT delegated from the school to parent 
helpers, caregivers, volunteers or employees of external organisa�ons. Our teachers remain responsible 
for students and take this responsibility very seriously. A thorough risk assessment is conducted and a risk 
management plan developed for all excursions. We have the same 
expecta�ons for student behaviour when we leave the school – and all 
students must behave appropriately at all �mes while on excursions. 

Please be assured – that your children are precious to us too! If they 
are a�ending an excursion with our staff, you can be sure it has been 
well planned, with considera�on for ensuring safety and quality 
learning for all students. If you have any concerns, please speak to your 
child’s teacher or the Assistant Principal for the stage, who will be 
responsible for overseeing the organisa�on of the excursion.

You can help us to con�nue to provide these quality learning experiences by sending in notes and 
paying as soon as you are able – and BEFORE the final cut-off date. (Please remember that we are unable 
to accept payments made a�er the cut-off date). If any family is unable to pay for financial reasons, please 
speak to either Mrs Brechin in the office, Mrs Williams or myself.



D
ate

s to
 R

e
m

e
m

b
e

r
D

e
p

u
ty P

rin
cip

al’s R
e

p
o

rt
P

rin
cip

al’s R
e

p
o

rt
M

o
th

e
r’s D

ay 
C

ro
ss C

o
u

n
try

Su
p

e
r Stars

5

Paren�ng Ideas:
 Promo�ng Resilience
This week I have included an 
ar�cle �tled “Make the most 
of teachable moments to 
promote resilience”. (It is one I 
have printed in the past – but I 
think it offers some great 
sugges�ons).

Resilience is o�en defined as 

“the ability to succeed and 
prosper even a�er facing setbacks and hardships”. One ar�cle I found states that “Resilience is especially 
important during the tween years when children face new academic challenges, pressure and rejec�on 
from peers, and increasing awareness of their own limita�ons. Children who have this ability, bounce back 
well a�er they face these issues. They are less likely to develop depression, anxiety or unhealthy coping 
mechanisms like aggression, ea�ng issues and substance problems. Some characteris�cs that encourage 
resilience are innate; such as intellectual ability and being outgoing; but many others can be ac�vely 
developed.”

The ar�cle I have a�ached explains that how children cope with certain situa�ons in their life will be 
determined by their resilience and the mindsets of the significant adults around them. I hope you find this 
ar�cle of interest.

Jo-Ann Campion

    EVERY MINUTE COUNTS….

Your child's best learning time is
at the beginning of the day…

When your child 
misses just…

that equals… which is…
so from Kindy to Year 12, 
they will miss out on

6 months

Nearly a year

Nearly 1 ½ years

Over 2 ½ years

Nearly 1½ weeks per year

Nearly 2½ weeks per year

4 weeks a year

8 weeks per year or 
nearly a term a year.

50 minutes of learning 
each week

1 hour and 40 minutes 
of learning each week

½ a day of learning 
a week

1 whole day of learning 
each week

10 minutes a day

20 minutes a day

½ hour a day

1 hour each day

School starts at 8.55 - Don’t be LATE!
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3-6 Cross Country

Deputy Principal’s ReportDeputy Principal’s Report
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Mother’s Day Breakfast
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Congratulations to our Shelley Super Stars

Week 2: 
William 2P and Leila 2P

Week 3: Yuvraj 2J, Manusiu 3T, Saanvi 4B, Rakshana 1F, 
Jayden 6D, Jordan 3S, Danica 3T, Ma�hew 4L and Japjit 2P

ADOPT
A FARMER

MOTHER’S DAY STALL

9
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Shelley Super StarsShelley Super Stars

Leanita Williams - Deputy Principal 

Anderson 2M2

These students will be presented 
with their badges on Monday 
20th May at the K-6 Assembly

SP

Congratulations to the 
following students on 
achieving their:

Miranda 2P

Jet 2M

The PBL Commi�ee

PBL UpdatePBL Update

Shelley Super Stars are Safe 
Respec�ul and Responsible! 

We all did our best during NAPLAN this week! 
We were �red li�le Super Stars!

Our purple award winners at the K-6 Assemblies 
were Isabella from 3T and Angel from 2P. 
Congratula�ons, we hope you both enjoyed 
your special canteen reward!

Remember
School 

Photo Day
Monday

27th May

wear your full
summer uniform

10
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Watch this space for �ps of simple ways you can encourage your child’s 
language development. Your challenge is to implement each �p! 
Make each �p your goal for the fortnight!

 Tip #1: Turn off the TV!

 Watching TV does not aid language development!

TV is for entertainment. It is fun and engaging for children to watch 
and there are some great educa�onal shows that won't do any 
harm.

However, 10 minutes of your total a�en�on with them, talking to 
them is more beneficial than 10 minutes of passively watching TV. 
Turn the TV off during meal �mes, and use this �me to talk with 
your children instead.

When they do watch TV, watch it with them and talk about the 
show and what's happening (even if you have to wait �ll the ad break!!). You could use this as a chance to 
ask them to explain to you what was happening in the show and see if they were paying a�en�on!

Encourage your children to do other things a�er school, like art work or going outside. Ask them to help 
you prepare dinner or give them something else to do! 

Good luck!

Speechie Corner – Tips of the Week!

Sophie Gill - Speech Pathologist

I vomited

I have

a rash

I have
diarrhoea

I have an

eye infection

I have

a sore

throat

I have

head lice
I just don’t 

feel very well 

Rash Vomiting Head Lice Diarrhoea Eye Infection Sore Throat Not Feeling
Well

Fever
Stay at home

until your
temperature
 is back to

normal

Stay at home
if you have a
headache or
are unusually

tired. Rest until
you are 

feeling better

If you have a 
sore throat or 
are coughing, 
sneezing or if 

you have a very 
runny nose, 

stay at home 
until you are 
feeling better

Stay at home 
until discharge 
has stopped, or 
your doctor has 

diagnosed a 
non 

infectious 
cause

Stay at home 
until at least 
24hrs after 

diarrhoea has 
stopped

Treat your hair
for head lice

and keep coming
to school.

Check for new
lice and eggs

regularly

Stay home 
until at least 
24hrs after 

vomiting stops

Especially a 
body rash 

with a fever 
or itching.

Stay at 
home until 
your doctor 
says you are 
well again

I have

a fever

Too Sick for School?

11
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Week 4 
Monday  20th May  K-2 Assembly  - 2M Hos�ng

Tuesday  21st May Year 6 High School Visit               

Wednesday  22nd May Opera�on Art 

  Mathema�cs Olympiad

  Simultaneous Story Time                  

Friday  24th May PSSA Starts

                                     Year 1 Brewongle Excursion

Week 5 
Monday  27th May                              School Photo Day 

Tuesday  28th May Year 6 High School Visit

  Zone Cross Country

  Year 3 Brewongle Excursion 

Wednesday  29th May                    Kindergarten Zoo Excursion 

Friday  31st May PSSA 

                                                              Year 2 Brewongle Excursion  

Dates to RememberDates to Remember

Notes and Money to be Returned by Due Date  
Year Event Due Date  

K-6 Mad Food Science Incursion  - $14 and note 31 May

Kindy Taronga Zoo Excursion  - $37 and note 22 May

Year 3 Brewongle Excursion  - $28 and note 22 May

Years 3-6 ICAS  - payment and note 31 May

Year 4 Camp Instalment  - $65 7 June

Please note: copies of all notes and Newsle�ers are available on the Shelley website. 

NO LATE 
Payments can 
be Accepted

NAPLAN 
Catch Up Dates

Mon 20th - Fri 24th May

Shelley Public School Supports Mental Health and Wellbeing in our School Community 

PSSA
24th May - Week 4 

 Netball
Interna�onal Peace Park

 Rugby League
Waite Reserve

 Soccer
Morgan Power Reserve

 League Tag
Marayong Oval

12
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Advertisements are inserted in good faith. Shelley Public School does not endorse or carry responsibility for claims
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Tell Us What You Think About Parenting 
The Parenting and Family Support Centre at the 
University of Queensland is conducting research into 
parents' opinions about parenting and parenting 
programs. 

If you have a child between 2 and 12 years, we would 
love to hear your views on parenting and the services 
that are available to you as a parent. You will need to 
complete a short survey. 

To nd out more, please visit:
https://exp. psy. uq .edu.au/parenting 

17
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SHELLEY VACATION CARE PROGRAM
 

Shelley Outside School Hours - Inside Shelley Public School
Hadrian Ave Blacktown Ph: (02) 9621 2022   Email: sosh@childrenrst.asn.au

JULY 2019  MAIN EVENTS

Monday 8.7.19

Tuesday 9.7.19
$15 extra cost of Excursion

Wednesday 10.7.19

Thursday 11.7.19
$15 extra cost of Incursion 

Friday 12.7.19

WEEK 1 ACTIVITIES

Come and celebrate Julieanne's birthday with food, games and lots of fun activities
  
Excursion to Nurragingy Reserve with HGOSH. Please arrive at SOSH by 9:30am sharp.
Chalk explosion prints. Candle holders.

Backyard collage craft, Wheelie board ski races, Paper straw bracelets

Incursion - Traditional Indigenous Games 9:30 – 12:30pm
Indigenous beading and symbol writing

Slime fun, Apple chess, Don't get caught with the cookie,
Christmas In July

Monday 22.4.19
$15 extra cost of Excursion

Tuesday 23.4.19

Thursday 25.4.19

Wednesday 24.4.19
$15 extra cost of Incursion

Friday 26.4.19

Excursion to Hoyts Blacktown. Please arrive at SOSH by 8:30am sharp.
Strategy games, Shaving cream fun 

Hungry hungry hippo group game, Sosh cash bidding game, Spot it competition   

World block challenge game, Making warm winter meals, Bounce off, Lava River

WEEK 2 ACTIVITIES

WEEK 3

Monday 29.4.19

REMEMBER the
Food Groups when 
Packing Your Childs Lunch

IMPORTANT THINGS TO REMEMBER:

Ÿ Please bring a hat for outdoor play. 

Ÿ Children will need to bring morning tea, lunch, afternoon tea and snacks. 

 Food is not provided during Vacation Care.

Ÿ Lunch is occasionally eaten while we are out on excursions. 

 Please do not pack hot lunches on these days.

Ÿ Children are permitted to bring DS, iPods and other electronic devices (must not be able to 
access wi on these days). Games must be age appropriate.

Ÿ Staff take no responsibility for lost or damaged games/consoles.

Ÿ Mobile phones are not permitted at the centre.

Ÿ Children are encouraged to wear enclosed shoes and shirts with sleeves.

Ÿ Please advise staff if your child will be absent for a day you have booked in for.

BOOKINGS MUST BE MADE BY MONDAY 24th JUNE - PAYMENT MUST BE MADE BY FRIDAY 27th JUNE

Please contact the centre on 9621 2022 if you have any questions.
We look forward to sharing in some holiday fun with your children.

Teddy Bears Picnic Theme Day - Come dressed in your Pj's and bring a teddy or 
stuffed animal for the day. Join in on all our fun activities we have planned! Splatter painting

We are an

ALLERGY
AWARE

Centre

Incursion - Shoot 4 basketball 10 – 11:30am
Science experiments, CD spinning top craft

Super Hero Theme Day - Come dressed as your favourite Hero.
Participate in art, craft and themed games

ACTIVITIES
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