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news LETTERSP

SHELLEY PUBLIC SCHOOL 7th May 2021VOL: 40  No.10

Principal’s ReportPrincipal’s Report

Our Year 4 and Year 6 this week completed their Check-
In Assessments and our Years 3 and 5 will be comple�ng NAPLAN over the 
next two weeks (Year 3 and 5 took part in a prac�ce test last term). Both 
these assessments are taken online (with the only excep�on being the Year 3 
Wri�ng assessment). Our students are very comfortable with the process and 
with online assessments, there appeared to be far fewer students ge�ng 'stressed” or 
worried about the tasks, which is just the way we want it to be!

There are always some great le�ers doing the rounds on social media at this �me – reminding students 
that whilst it is important to try our best in all that we do (including our NAPLAN test and Check-In 
assessments), these tests do not measure all that each student is capable of, or has achieved. We 
recognise that each and every child is unique and brings their own special gi�s, skills and experiences to 
their learning. Our goal is to nurture each child to achieve their very best across all areas.  As parents, it is 
important to remember that whilst the NAPLAN assessments provide us with some valuable informa�on 
about both school and student performance, they are certainly not the only measures we use at school.  
Teachers and students are involved in ongoing assessment throughout the year, and this data ensures that 
our teaching and learning programs are always adapted to meet the learning needs of our students.

Since our last newsle�er, we have had a very successful Mother's Day stall. Sincere thanks to Nicki and her 
amazing team of helpers who brought together a lovely stall, with a huge variety of gi�s for our students to 
choose from. 

Nicki Jaques heads our P&C Fundraising team. As some of you may already know, Nicki no longer has a 
child at Shelley PS (her son headed off to high school this year!). However, Nicki maintains her links with 
the P&C as a life�me member, and very generously gi�s of her �me to coordinate the fundraising 
ac�vi�es. Thank you, Nicki!

Wishing all of the Shelley mums, grandmothers and other 
special women in our students' lives a wonderful day for 
Sunday! We hope you all get spoilt!

This week our MacqLit Reinforced Reading program 
commenced, with 7 parents and community members working 
with our MacqLit students to hear them read for 15 minutes 
each day. Thank you to these parents who have commi�ed their 
�me for training and to support our reading program students. 
If you nominated to be a parent helper, but were unable to 
a�end the training session in Week 1, I will be running a second 
training session soon. We will be in contact shortly with the 
details. We look forward to having the rest of the volunteers join 
our targeted daily reading sessions. 
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In staffing news, Miss Greenwood (KT team teacher and Literacy and 
Numeracy Mentor) will be on leave for the remainder of Term 2. 
Unfortunately Miss Greenwood has been quite unwell and following surgery 
last week, she will need some �me to recuperate and rest. We wish Miss 
Greenwood a speedy recovery and look forward to having her back at 
Shelley, when she is able. 

Next week will be another busy week at Shelley, with:

Ÿ Monday 10th May -  Kindergarten Zoo Excursion

Ÿ Thursday 13th May -  Year 1 Zoo Excursion

Ÿ Thursday 13th May  - Opening of our first Book Fair for 2021. Shelley PS 
Book Fairs are always well a�ended by the Shelley community, as we all recognise the importance of 
developing a love of books and reading for our students. We look forward to seeing many parents and 
grandparents visit during the course of the Book Fair. (Remember to sign in with the QR Code – and sign 
in at the library if you visit!)

Ÿ The Fathering Project - Launch of the Shelley Dads Group (5:00 -  6:30pm-  see later in the newsle�er 
for more informa�on)

Ÿ Friday 14th May -   Walk Safely to School Day

Important Reminder for Parents
Whilst our Student Wellbeing and PBL system is implemented consistently across the school, and our staff 
place great emphasis on ensuring a posi�ve culture within both classrooms and the playground, from 
�me to �me we have incidents of children being unkind, unfair or nega�ve in their interac�ons with 
others. Whilst it can be upse�ng when your child comes home distressed by something that has 
happened with a peer, we remind all parents that it is ESSENTIAL that school processes are followed in 
rela�on to incidents at school. 

If your child is upset about something, and they have not informed a teacher so that it could be dealt with, 
we ask parents to please make contact with the class teacher or the Assistant Principal for the relevant 
stage (see below). 

Under NO CIRCUMSTANCES should a parent or family member approach someone else's child to talk 
about what has happened. Likewise, we ask that parents DO NOT contact the parents of the other child 
directly where the ma�er has occurred at school.

The first person to speak to should always be the class teacher, as they will o�en have the most knowledge 
about your child. Alterna�vely, you can contact the Assistant Principal:

 Kindergarten Mrs Jassal  (or Mrs Pikse -  Assistant Principal Literacy and Numeracy)

 Years 1 and 2 Miss Sultana

 Years 3 and 4 Miss Liyanage

 Years 5 and 6 Mrs Bradley

A�endance
Well done to the boys and girls of Shelley PS for outstanding records of 
a�endance! When I meet with the execu�ve staff to review the a�endance 
rates of our students -  I have been very pleased to see excellent a�endance 
records by the majority of our students -  and a big improvement for others.

Regular and punctual a�endance at school is essen�al for the success of students at 
both primary school and later in life. This is important for not only each individual child, 
but also for the learning of their whole class. I have included in this newsle�er some 
important informa�on and reminders from the Department of Educa�on website.
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Lost Uniforms
The lost property cupboard has started to fill up once again. Unfortunately, many of the items that make 
their way to lost property are either unclearly labelled (the wri�ng 
is faded or illegible) or not labelled at all.

Where possible, labelled items are returned directly to students. 

Once again, we have no�ced that some items are turning up a few 
weeks a�er they are going missing – possibly having been taken 
home by the wrong student and then returned a while later. We 
remind all parents:

Ÿ Please CLEARLY label ALL items (check the labels periodically to 
make sure they have not faded or come off)

Ÿ Please check your child's uniforms as they go through the wash 
each week. (Children frequently pick up the wrong jumper – if 
you no�ce your child has brought the wrong items home, please return them to school immediately).

A�er School Pick Up 
We encourage our older students to be responsible to enter and leave school each day. Unfortunately, 
there are occasionally incidents where children have not been in the correct place to meet their parents or 
carers. This can be very distressing for parents and teachers alike.

We ask parents to talk to their children about this and ensure that they are aware of the correct 
procedures if you are running late.

When you are not here to pick them, up students must come to my office. (Parents will need to sign 
students out when they are collected).  Of course, if you are aware that you will be running late, it is helpful 
if you can ring the office to inform us, so students can be no�fied to come to the office and wait.

Please note: it should not be assumed that it is ok to be late and that staff are on duty to care for students! 
Where parents are frequently late picking their children up, you will be contacted regarding making 
alterna�ve arrangements for the prompt collec�on of your children. 

Student Safety, Parking Issues and Courtesy to Neighbours
The issue of road safety around our school has been raised on numerous occasions in the newsle�er. 
Unfortunately, most of the issues with safety at drop-off and pick-up, con�nue to be with parents from our 

school parking inappropriately and o�en unsafely. Although we understand 
that these �mes can be very congested with traffic -  surely the safety of our 
students is worth parents parking just a li�le further away and walking 
those few extra metres?

We o�en hear on the news of terrible accidents with young people being 
seriously injured in traffic incidents. I con�nue to receive occasional reports 
about Shelley students being in unsafe situa�ons. One example is students 

aligh�ng from cars from the driver / traffic side of 
vehicles. For their safety, students should always get 

out of a car from the kerb side. 

I ask all parents to please take some �me to 
discuss road safety with your children  - 
par�cularly if they are walking to and from 
school unsupervised. A reminder  - all young 

chi ldren should cross the road with a 
responsible adult. Where possible  - ALWAYS use 

the available crossings and pedestrian lights.

Safety
First
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Excursions
“School Excursions and incursions are a valuable teaching and 
learning vehicle, o�en integral to quality curriculum delivery in 
that they provide access to teaching content and learning 
experiences not available at the school” (DoE Excursion Policy). 

Our school, and the Department of Educa�on, is commi�ed to 
“providing a safe, secure, disciplined and quality learning 
environment in which students can develop their individual 
talents, interests and abili�es through a curriculum that fosters 

the intellectual, physical, social and moral development of the student”. 

Excursions are part of these quality teaching and learning programs. In choosing to offer an excursion, our 
teachers always consider the educa�onal value of the excursion, whilst taking into the needs and 
resources of the school and students, and the total learning program.

We see these excursions as an outstanding opportunity to enhance and extend classroom learning. They 
are also a valuable opportunity to develop each student's independence and resilience - and quite o�en, 
these experiences are the highlight of the student's year!

We understand that some parents may some�mes feel nervous or worried about their child leaving the 
school for the purpose of an excursion, par�cularly our younger students. Please be assured that our 
teachers are me�culous in their organisa�on of events outside the school. We have the same duty of care 
for students as in the school environment. This duty of care is NOT delegated from the school to parent 
helpers, caregivers, volunteers or employees of external organisa�ons. Our teachers remain responsible 
for students and take this responsibility very seriously. A thorough risk assessment is conducted and a risk 
management plan developed for all excursions. We have the same expecta�ons for student behaviour 
when we leave the school – and all students must behave appropriately at all �mes while on excursions. 

Please be assured – that your children are precious to us too! If they are a�ending an excursion with our 
staff, you can be sure it has been well planned, with considera�on for ensuring safety and quality learning 
for all students. If you have any concerns, please speak to your child's teacher or the Assistant Principal for 
the stage, who will be responsible for overseeing the organisa�on of the excursion.

You can help us to con�nue to provide these quality learning experiences by sending in notes and 
paying as soon as you are able  - and BEFORE the final cut-off date. (Please remember that we are 
unable to accept payments made a�er the cut-off date). If any family is unable to pay for financial reasons, 
please speak to either Mrs Brechin in the office, Mrs Williams or myself.

Paren�ng Ideas: Promo�ng Resilience
This week I have included an ar�cle �tled “Make the most of teachable moments to promote resilience”. 
(It is one I have printed in the past – but I think it offers some great sugges�ons).

Resilience is o�en defined as “the ability to succeed and prosper even a�er facing setbacks and 
hardships”. One ar�cle I found states that “Resilience is especially important during the tween years when 
children face new academic challenges, pressure and rejec�on from peers, and increasing awareness of 

their own limita�ons. Children who have this ability, bounce back well a�er they 
face these issues. They are less likely to develop depression, anxiety or unhealthy 
coping mechanisms like aggression, ea�ng issues and substance problems. Some 
characteris�cs that encourage resilience are innate; such as intellectual ability and 
being outgoing; but many others can be ac�vely developed.”

The ar�cle I have a�ached explains that how children cope with certain situa�ons in 
their life will be determined by their resilience and the mindsets of the significant 
adults around them. I hope you find this ar�cle of interest.

Jo-Ann Campion
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Deputy Principal’s ReportDeputy Principal’s Report

NAPLAN Parent informa�on
Na�onal Assessment Program - Literacy and Numeracy

If your child is currently in Year 3 or Year 5, they'll sit NAPLAN tests next week. Despite what you may have 
heard, there's no reason to panic or start an intensive study schedule for your child. 

At Shelley, your child will do the NAPLAN tests online. One of the main benefits of NAPLAN Online is 
tailored (or adap�ve) tes�ng, in which the test presents ques�ons of higher or lower complexity 
depending on a student's performance. 

Tailored (or adap�ve) tes�ng is designed to assess a wider range of student abili�es and to measure 
student achievement more precisely. Your child should not be concerned if they find ques�ons more 
challenging than usual; they may be taking a more complex test pathway. A student's overall NAPLAN 
score is based on the number and complexity of ques�ons they answer correctly.

The Na�onal Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) assesses literacy and numeracy 
skills that are essen�al for every child to progress through school and life. Students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 
par�cipate in the annual NAPLAN tests in reading, wri�ng, conven�ons of language (spelling, grammar 
and punctua�on) and numeracy. The assessment provides parents and schools with an understanding of 
how individual students are performing at the �me of the tests. NAPLAN is just one aspect of a school's 
assessment and repor�ng process – it does not replace ongoing assessments made by teachers about 
student performance. 

What can you do to support your child? On its own, NAPLAN is not a test that can be studied for and 
students are not expected to do so. You can support your child by reassuring them that NAPLAN is just one 
part of their school program, and by reminding them on the day to simply do their best. 

Ensuring students are familiar with using devices, typing on them and naviga�ng through programs is a 
part of student learning and a requirement of the Australian Curriculum from the first year at school. 
NAPLAN Online is not a test of keyboard skills. There are varia�ons in how fast and well a student can type 
– just as there are varia�ons in how fast and well a student can write by hand. Year 3 students will complete 
the wri�ng test on paper. Teachers have ensured students are familiar with the types of ques�ons in the 
tests and will provide appropriate support and guidance.

See the types of ques�ons and related func�onali�es available in the NAPLAN Online assessment at 
nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstra�on-site

All students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 are expected to par�cipate in the annual NAPLAN assessment. Students 
with disability may qualify for adjustments that reflect the support normally provided for classroom 
assessments. 

The assessment window for NAPLAN Online is nine days. The NAPLAN Online assessment window starts 
on Tuesday 11 May and finishes on Friday 21 May 2021.

This informa�on was taken from NAPLAN Online -  informa�on for parents and carers (ACARA).

At Shelley, our current NAPLAN plan is as follows:

 Week 4  Tuesday 11th May: Years 3 and 5 Wri�ng (Year 3 paper test -  Year 5 online)

   Wednesday 12th May Reading (Years 3 and 5 online)

   Thursday 13th May: Conven�ons of Language (Years 3 and 5 online)

   Friday 14th May: Numeracy (Years 3 and 5 online)

 Week 5  NAPLAN catch up for any student who is away in Week 4.
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OC Placement Test
The applica�on process for Year 5 Opportunity Class Placement in 2022 closes today. Important dates in 
the applica�on process are:

Tuesday 20th April: online applica�ons open

Friday 7th May: online applica�ons close (parents and carers must apply by the due date)

Wednesday 21st July: Opportunity Class Placement Test. 

Our first Kindergarten white awards - congratulations!

Operation Art

6
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Shelley Super StarsShelley Super Stars

Leanita Williams - Deputy Principal 

Ruby

Sofia 

4G

1H

4

These students will be presented 
with their badges on Monday 
10th May at the K-6 Assembly

SP

Congratulations to the 
following students on 
achieving their:

1

Congratula�ons to our Shelley Super Stars: Mele 2S, Paige 3/4L, 
Me�n 2L, Alexis 3T, Aidan 3/4L, Lucas 5/6D, Layton 3/4L, Connor 6E, 
Leah 3F, Aaryan 5/6D, Miguel 2L, Hosea 5P, Ava 1T and Joseph 1M 

8
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Library

Canteen
What a great start our P&C has had to Term 2. This term we are excited to be bringing back some much-
loved yummy winter treats at our Canteen as well as some exci�ng fundraising opportuni�es  - old and 
new -  for everyone to enjoy and take part in. 

Canteen

Check out the Term 2 Menu for much loved winter treats returning to the Hunger Hut.  This term we have 
Hot Chocolate available all day, as well as our home-made items  - including everyone's favourite Cheesy 
Garlic Bites at recess and home-made soup at lunch. Visit the canteen and check  our no�ceboard for the 
soup flavour of the week.

Last term we introduced the op�on of a Birthday Bucket for students to celebrate their birthday at school 
with their class. Just a reminder that these can be ordered for any day of the week. Thank you to all the 
students so far that have ordered a Birthday Bucket,  we have loved helping you celebrate.

Did you know our healthy canteen caters for all crunch and sip needs? Visit our canteen to purchase fresh 
fruit pieces, fruit cups, yoghurt and veggie s�cks made fresh daily.

Fundraising

This week the P&C held the much-loved Mother's Day stall on Monday and Tuesday for all students to 
purchase gi�s for their loved ones.  Thank you to all students and their families who supported the stall, 
which raised over $2000 for our school. 

A special thank you to our Fundraising Commi�ee and Nicki our Co-Ordinator for all your hard work and 
commitment.

Uniform Shop 

Our Uniform Shop is now open on Mondays from 8:30am-9:30am.  All uniform orders can also be placed 
online via email at uniform.shelley@hotmail.com with payment made via cash or bank transfer to the P&C 
or by handing in your order with cash to the canteen.

Exci�ng News! Next Thursday 13th May, our first Scholas�c 
Book Fair for 2021 arrives here at Shelley. The Library will be 
transformed into a treasure trove of �tles and an assortment of 
all manner of things for students to purchase. 

Unfortunately, last year, due to COVID we were unable to hold our Book Fairs and the students were quite 
disappointed at not being able to browse through all the new and brilliant books, so I'm sure they will 
thoroughly enjoy being able to do so this year. 

The Book Fair will be here in the Library for two weeks, so there's a bit of �me for our students to do a few 
extra jobs at home and save their pocket money. The Fair will be accessible from 8:30am to 4:00pm each 
day. Parents are welcome to come along and select books with their children. EFT services will be available 
as well as cash. 

All classes will visit the Fair next week as part of their Library lessons and younger students will bring home 
their wish list to share with you and discuss as a possibility.

The Library Monitors will be happy to help you when you come to 
visit the Fair next week.

Warm regards,

Mrs Liz Bradley
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Here is an ac�vity to complete this fortnight…Make up 'alien words'

How?
Look around the house and have fun making up new names for objects using an 'alien language' (fake 
words). Then tell your child some alien words and ask them to spell them for you. Start with 3 le�er words 
(e.g. wum, tep, saf) and gradually increase the length to 4-5 le�ers.

Why?
Being able to spell fake words strengthens your child's understanding 
of le�ers and their sounds. If they are able to spell and read alien 
words, they will be able to spell and read unfamiliar words that they 
see in books.

What do I look for?
Listen to hear that your child is trying to spell the words using the 
appropriate sounds.

How can I make this harder?
Increasing the length of words you’re asking them to spell/read.

Speechy Corner

Sophie Gill - Speech Pathologist

Shelley Dads Group - The Fathering Project

This year we are partnering with thefatheringproject.org to introduce The Fathering Project at 
Shelley Public School.

The Fathering Project Dads Groups - By dads, for dads - to engage, belong and learn!

Since 2014, The Fathering Project has been working with schools suppor�ng the establishment 
and maintenance of Dads Groups. We provide an environment where fathers and father-figures 
feel welcome to gather, share, learn and bond with each other and with their kids.”

You can find out more about The Fathering Project at www.thefatheringproject.org

Thursday 13th May 5:00pm - 6:30pm

Come along to meet other dads, share some pizza and find out more! 

Shelley Dads Group Launch

RSVP to the office 
on 9622 8359 by 

Wednesday 12th May 

In partnership with

10

www.thefatheringproject.org
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Week 4 

Monday 10th May Kindergarten Zoo Excursion

Thursday 13th May Year 1 Zoo Excursion

  Book Fair arrives

  Fathering Project Launch 5:00pm-6:30pm

Friday 14th May Walk Safely to School Day

Week 5

Friday 21st May PSSA

Dates to RememberDates to Remember

Please note: copies of all notes and Newsle�ers are available on the Shelley website. 

NO LATE 
Payments can 
be Accepted

10th-21st May - Year 3 & 5

Notes and Money to be Returned by Due Date  
Year Event Due Date  

K-6 Student Resources  asap

Year 3 Sydney Zoo  - note & $29 19th May

| NSW Department of Education – School Infrastructure 

 
For more information contact: 

School Infrastructure NSW

 
Email: schoolinfrastructure@det.nsw.edu.au 
Phone: 1300 482 651 
www.schoolinfrastructure.nsw.gov.au

 

Works notification  April 2021

Dear parents/guardians

 

and neighbours

 
The NSW Government is continuing to identify and manage asbestos containing

 

materials across NSW schools

 

to 

ensure the continued health and safety of our school communities. 

 

From 25 April 2020, work has been scheduled

 

to verify the presence and condition of asbestos containing material

 

in the underflooring

 

of selected buildings across a number of NSW

 

schools.

 

RMA Contracting Group Pty Ltd

 

has

 

been contracted

 

by School Infrastructure NSW to perform these inspections

 

at your school, these will be conducted during out of school hours.

 

During this time,

 

you may see contractors at your local school wearing protective clothing such as high visibility 

vests, overalls, gloves and footwear ,

 

which are a regulatory requirement. The health, safety, and well-being of the 

school and the local community is our highest priority. Please be assured these inspections will not po se a risk to 

the local community.

 

The community will be notified if an area requires attention or remediation and If required, independent

 

licensed 

asbestos contractors will be engaged to conduct further works.

Thank you for your cooperation during this important work.

 

 

11
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What parents should know about school attendance:

Regular daily a�endance is essen�al for your child's learning. Not only is it a legal requirement between 
the age of 6 and 17 years. It also greatly impacts on your child's quality of learning and their ability to reach 
their learning poten�al.

Some ques�ons to reflect upon:

Do I have to send my child to school?

YES -  all children are required by law to a�end school between the ages of 6 and 17 years. Some children 
begin school below the age of 6. That is fine, but once the child is enrolled, it is expected that he / she will 
a�end every day the school is open unless they are sick or have an acceptable reason.

When does a�endance become important?

From the first day of a�ending school. Much of the play that goes on at school teaches your child many 
skills. If the basic skills are missed in the early years of school they are not fully learnt later on. It has been 
shown poor a�endance in primary school leads to worse a�endance at high school.

Do I need to send my child every day?

YES -  this includes sports carnivals and excursions.                  

When may my child stay away from school?

The Department of Educa�on accepts very few reasons.

The most valid ones are: 

 Illness/injury1. 

 Religious commitment2. 

It is expected that dental and doctor appointments are made a�er school hours.

Having a birthday is NOT an acceptable reason for having a day off.

Please remember:  

It is a departmental requirement for all parents / caregivers to either no�fy the school verbally or in wri�ng 
about the reasons for a student not a�ending school.

At Shelley, we are very proud of our strong a�endance rates and work hard in partnership with parents to 
maintain them. This is of great benefit to the learning and engagement of our students. 

If your child has been away from school, it is 
important to explain their absence with a note 
upon their return to school. Parents may also use 
the Shelley APP to inform us of the reason.

If your child returns to school without a note they 
will be reminded by their teacher to bring a note 
in. On the third day the classroom teacher will 
send a request for absence explana�on note 
home. On the fourth day the classroom teacher 
will call the parent for a verbal explana�on of a 
student's absence.     

If a student does not a�end school for 3 days 
(without prior no�ce to the teacher), the 
classroom teacher will call the parents to iden�fy 
the reason for the absence and a medical 
cer�ficate will be required to be presented upon 
the student's return .         

Assistant Principals will hold a�endance 
mee�ngs with parents and class teachers 

a�er a student has  

5 unexplained absences in a term

or

5 unexplained par�al absences in a term

Mrs Williams or Ms Campion will request          
an a�endance mee�ng with parents                   

a�er a student has

10 unexplained absences in a term

or

10 unexplained par�al absences in a term
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