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Principal’s ReportPrincipal’s Report

 KidsMatter 

This is our first newsle�er for a number of weeks and it feels 
great to be ge�ng back into some normal school rou�nes, such as publishing 
the school newsle�er again! Thank you to everyone for staying in touch and 
update by accessing all the emails, app messages and social media posts which 
have been u�lised to keep our parent community as well informed as possible over the past nine weeks.

Since Week 9 of Term 1, it seems like our school world has been “turned upside down”. Never before have 
we as teachers, parents or students, experienced such significant and sudden changes in schooling. The 
Shelley community has been remarkable in your support of the teaching staff at Shelley – during what has 
truly been some “tes�ng �mes” with the shi� to learning from home and now as we begin the slow 
transi�on back to school.

The NSW Department of Educa�on has planned “A Managed Return to School” and I have provided a copy 
of the guidelines for families. This week we commenced Phase 1 – with students at school at least one day 
per week.

As stated in the guide, parents 

Ÿ can now send your child / children to school ONE day a week.

Ÿ are encouraged to keep your children at home for the rest of the week, wherever possible.

At Shelley PS, our Phase 1 plan ensures that each family is able to send all their children on the same day.

Monday - Karingal

Tuesday - Mawarra

Wednesday - Nallak

Thursday - Orana

Friday - only children of essen�al   
 workers or those who need to a�end  
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Students are being taught in small grade groups of 
approximately 10-18 students now, by one of the teachers 
working within their stage. It is important to be aware that 
your child will not necessarily have their own class teacher, 
as we need to roster our staff for both online learning and 
face-to-face teaching, however, they will be taught by a 
classroom or support teacher on their grade, who is 
familiar with both the students and the teaching program.

Parents have been very suppor�ve  - and the majority of 
families have been able to follow the plan for their children 
returning on the designated day for their House Group. 
This has meant that the staffing plans put in place have 
worked well, and we have been effec�vely able to manage 
both face to face teaching for ¼ of the students at school 
each day, and online learning for the rest of the students 
working from home. The school con�nues to remain open 
for the students of parents who are working.

As I have men�oned in the past, in order for this staggered 
return to school to func�on, and to make their one day of 
face-to-face learning at school valuable for our students, we will be relying on your support. It is important 
for students to ONLY a�end on the day they have been assigned (unless the child of an essen�al worker).   

At this �me, it is not known when we will move to Phase 2 of the Managed Return to School but we will 
keep you informed as soon as we know.

Hunger Hut News -  Our School Canteen will re-open as of next week. 
Normal procedures will be in place for ordering lunch and 
purchasing food. 

Changes to Online Learning  - Our teachers are working 
excep�onally hard to ensure con�nuity of learning for all our 

students. Please remember, now that students have started returning to school, this has impacted on our 
teachers' ability to con�nue being online to support student learning. Whilst online learning content is s�ll 
being uploaded for 5 days of the week, teachers will only be able to provide feedback on three days of the 
week (These days will vary from class to class).

Drop off and Pick up  -  "Drop and Move On" is working well. Thank you to our parents for your support, as 
this is very important to help maintain the safety of our staff. It is essen�al that we con�nue to minimise 
the number of adults on school grounds over coming weeks. We encourage parents to drop students at 
school as close to the 9am bell as possible. Parents are asked to allow children to enter the school gates 
alone  - or to "Drop and Move On". Parents are not able to assemble or wait on the school grounds in the 
morning. Likewise, in the a�ernoon, parents are asked to wait outside the school gates un�l the 3pm bell 
goes. (Your children may NOT be in their own classrooms. For ease of pickup, our K-2 students will be in the 
following K-2 playground places for a�er school pick up: Kindergarten will be on the circles, Year 1 under 

the COLA and Year 2 on the silver seats. Year 3-6 parents should 
organise a suitable mee�ng point with their children).  

Please maintain appropriate social distancing whilst 
you wait outside the school gates. In a wonderful 

school community such as ours, where we value the connec�ons with 
each other, we understand this is difficult, but based on the current 
Health advice, we seek your support in following these guidelines.
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A few important reminders: 
Social Distancing and Hygiene – Students are working in various 
learning spaces around the school in groups of no more than 18 
students at this �me. We have ample supplies of hand wash and 
sani�ser and students will be regularly reminded to wash hands. 

Bring a Water Bo�le!  - Please ensure your child has a DRINK 
BOTTLE which can be refilled when they a�end school. The 
bubblers have been turned off – as it is recommended that students 
do not drink directly from a bubbler at this �me. There are many 
taps close by to classrooms, where students will be able to fill their 

water bo�le during the day.

Technical Support  - If your child is having difficulty accessing their 
Google Classroom, remembering their login details or any other aspect 
of their work when learning from home, please contact the school for 
support. You can use the Skoolbag app to let us know – using the new 
eform 'Learning From Home' technical support. A staff member will 
respond to your query as soon as possible.

Prac�cal resources and guides to support students learning from home 
are also available at the department's Learning from Home Hub .

Thank you again for your ongoing support. We are grateful to work together in partnership with you, to 
ensure con�nuity of learning and a strong engagement in school for our students.

New 3-6 COLA
During the holidays, the old COLA in the 3-6 playground was removed as it was beginning to rust through 
and needed the roof replaced. We were able to have the COLA completely replaced with a brand new 
structure, which has a higher roof, and is very light and airy. It is a big improvement for the 3-6 playground 
and many of our students have commented to me this week about “how much nicer” the COLA looks.

Administra�on Office Upgrade
We have been working with the DoE for some �me to have improvements made to our administra�on 
area. The school has operated for many years with no proper sick bay and I am thrilled to say this work has 
now been completed. Over the past 6 weeks, we have had:

Ÿ a new office storeroom built (in between the staffroom and Room2)

Ÿ a new office built for our Deputy Principal, Mrs Williams, alongside my office

Ÿ a lovely new sick bay built in Mrs Williams' old office.

In the next few weeks, we will also be having a mini makeover done on some of the staff toilets (which have 
probably not been updated since the 1970s!). This work has been funded by both the DoE and the school.

 Although no-one likes to have to visit the sick bay -  I am sure it will be a much more 
pleasant experience now.

SP

GENERAL GROUPS EFORMS

Change of Details

Please help us keep up to date by
completing this form if your details have...

Absentee Form

Please complete this form if your child has
been sick or otherwise absent from school.

Home Events My profile Notifications

Learning from Home Technical Support

Please complete this form if you are having
difficulties accessing or using ...

eForm

Home Events My profile Notifications

8 Questions

Learning from Home
Technical Support

Please complete this form if you are having difficulties

accessing or using Google Classroom for learning from

home. A staff member will be in contact as soon as possible. 

Student Full Name*

Learning from Home Technical Support

Class*

3



Te
rm

 2
 C

an
te

e
n

 M
e

n
u

D
ro

p
 O

ff
 &

 P
ick U

p
P

rin
cip

al’s R
e

p
o

rt
Im

p
o

rtan
t R

e
m

in
d

e
rs

K
in

d
e

rgarte
n

 En
ro

lm
e

n
t

4

Camps
Some parents have started to ask about final camp 
costs and payment plans for the Years 4, 5 and 6 
camps. Unfortunately with ongoing CoVID 
restric�ons, we are unable to finalise cos�ngs or 
i�neraries with the tour companies. At this �me, 
no school excursions or camps are allowed and we 
cannot defini�vely say whether the camps will be 
able to go ahead, or what changes may need to be 
put in place. We understand that most families like 
the system of camp instalments, as it helps to spread the cost over the year and helps families with 
budge�ng. However, we will not be collec�ng any further payments just yet. If any of the camps need to be 
cancelled, we will let you know ASAP and any deposits paid will be transferred to other upcoming events. 
We obviously hope to be able to go ahead with camps, as we know how much our students look forward to 

them, however, we will wait and act on the advice given to us.

A�endance
Thank you to those parents who have been using the Skoolbag App to inform us of any 
days when children have been sick and therefore, not comple�ng online learning.

Students who are engaging in online learning from home, should con�nue to log on to 
their Google Classroom by 9:30am each morning to be marked as present for the day, 
even if they are comple�ng lessons at a later �me. Students who do not log on or 
complete any online learning, will be marked as absent from school for the day.

Students, whose parents have chosen not to send them to school on their scheduled 
day, will s�ll be marked as present at school, provided they log on and engage in online 
lessons. 

Top Field News
Last year I informed you of progress on our plans to have some work done on our top field. This has been 
long awaited  - and I am every excited to announce that I have been told by the landscaper, this work 
should be commencing in the next three weeks. (We had hoped to get started a few weeks back whilst 
most of the students were off-site, however this unfortunately did not eventuate).  Once the work starts, 
we will be unable to use the top field for a period of �me, but I am sure the students will agree that it will be 
worth it, to have a lovely new playing surface on the top field. (This will be the first phase of work, as later 
on we will also have some further landscaping around the field completed).

Jo-Ann Campion
Principal

eForm

Home Events My profile Notifications

13 Questions

Absentee Form

Absentee Form

Please complete this form if your child has been sick 

or otherwise absent from school.

The school office may contact you to verify details.

Student First Name*

Absentee Form

Student First Name*

Leanita Williams
Deputy Principal

CAMP
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Shelley Public School
Kindergarten 2021

Enrol now!
If you have a child who will 

turn 5 before 30th July, 2021 
and you intend to enrol them
 at Shelley PS, please visit us 

today for an applica�on form!

Applica�on forms are 
available at the Shelley office

Hadrian Avenue Blacktown
T 9622 8359  E shelley-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au

If you have a neighbours or friends with pre-school 
children, who intend to start Kindergarten next year, 
please advise them to apply  now.

Our student numbers for Kindergarten have a 
significant impact on school organisa�on 
for next year. We ask for your 
assistance in ensuring applica�ons 
are sent in as soon as possible.

Spread the word! 
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Advertisements are inserted in good faith. Shelley Public School does not endorse or carry responsibility for claims

https://digitaldoorknock.salvationarmy.org.au/westernsydneyrsa

Support your local Salvos in the 
Western Sydney Area by joining the team 

or making a donation at

6
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