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SHELLEY PUBLIC SCHOOL  29th March 2019VOL: 38  No.9

Principal’s ReportPrincipal’s Report

 KidsMatter 

Final Two Weeks of Term
The final two weeks of Term 1 will be very busy. There are many important events 
planned for Weeks 10 and 11, before we head off on a lovely two week break.

During Week 10, we have a week of Professional Learning and Planning for our teachers. The teachers will 
be involved in professional learning, as well as planning the teaching and learning programs for Term 2. All 
classes will run as normal on these days and will be taught by the support staff or casual teachers. The 
stage planning days will be:

Monday 1st April Tuesday 2nd April Wednesday 3rd April Thursday 4th April
     Early Stage 1          Stage 3         Stage 2        Stage 1 
    Kindergarten     Years 5 and 6          Years 3 & 4      Years 1 & 2    

These planning days are an invaluable opportunity for the teachers to work together to develop and 
enrich their teaching and to plan educa�onal programs as a team, to ensure consistency across classes.

In the final week of term (Week 11) we have:

Ÿ Super Star Morning Tea on Monday 8th April

Ÿ Term 1 K-6 Assembly on Wednesday 10th April

Ÿ K-6 ANZAC Service on Thursday 11th April

Ÿ Easter Events (3-6 Egg-Stravaganza and K-2 Hat Parade)
on Friday 12th April.

Ÿ Last day of school for Term 1 -  Friday 12th April.

Interrelate - Monday 1st April 
Our P&C are offering the opportunity for parents to bring their 
children along for Interrelate sessions this Monday 1st April.

Interrelate’s high quality Sexual and Rela�onship Educa�on 
program is offering two sessions:

Session 1  6:00pm  Where did I come from? 
1 hour -  Years 3-6

Session 2  7:15pm  Preparing for Puberty  
1 hour -  Years 5-6   (Students in Years 3-4 may a�end Session 2 at their parents discre�on)

The cost is $32 per family for one session or $37 per family for both sessions. Please note: students MUST 
be accompanied by their own parent or caregiver.

Due to Interrelate, there will be NO P&C mee�ng this Monday night. If you have any ma�ers you would 
like raised at the P&C execu�ve mee�ng the following week, please advise the office.
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Harmony Day
On Thursday last week, we celebrated 
Harmony Day here at Shelley, with a 
special Mu�i Day, where students had 
the opportunity to come dressed in 
either Na�onal dress from their cultural 
heritage, or in the colour orange – which 
is recognised as the colour for harmony.

The playground was a sea of orange – as 
well as the beau�ful colours of a variety 
of Na�onal dress from various cultural 
backgrounds. Well done to all of the boys 
and girls (and the teachers and parents) 
for their involvement in this special 
recogni�on of our mul�cultural na�on.

Harmony Day is a great opportunity to 
d i s c u s s  a n d  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h e 
importance of inclusiveness, respect and a sense of belonging for everyone.

Cross Country
A reminder our Cross Country Carnivals (both K-2 and 3-6) will be 
held on the first Friday back in Term 2 (Friday 3rd May). Please make 
sure you have this date in your diary! 

Tell Them from Me survey: Students in Years 4 to 6
This term, our school, like many other public schools in the state, 
will par�cipate in a Department of Educa�on ini�a�ve: the Tell 
Them From Me student feedback survey. The survey measures 
factors that are known to affect academic achievement and other 
student outcomes. The focus of the NSW-wide survey is on student 
wellbeing, engagement and effec�ve teaching prac�ces. 

More informa�on about the survey is available at:
 h�p://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.au

The survey is a great opportunity for our students to provide us with 
valuable and quick feedback on what they think about school life, 
how engaged they are with school and the different ways that 
teachers interact with them. Schools in Australia and around the 
world have used the Tell Them From Me survey to help improve 
how they do things at school. 

I want to assure you that the survey is confiden�al. The survey is 
conducted online and will typically take less than 30 minutes to 
complete. It will be administered during school hours between 
25th March and 12th April. Par�cipa�ng in the survey is en�rely 
voluntary. A consent form and FAQs for parents/carers about the 
survey was sent home last week with students in Years 4 to 6.

Copies of the form and FAQs are available from: 
h�p://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.au/informa�on-for-parents

ANZAC Day is on Tuesday 

25th April (at the end of the 

school holidays). 

The ANZAC service at Shelley 

is always an important event 

for all students K-6 

and this year it will be held 

on Thursday 11th April at 

11:30am. 

We invite parents and 

community members to join 

us for this significant date 

on our Term 1 calendar.

ANZAC
SERVICE

Jo-Ann Campion

Harmony Day
Celebrating Cultural Diversity

at Shelley

Xin chào

Guten Tag 

Ciao 

Namaste 

Konnichiwa  

Ni Hau  

Zdras-tvuy-te  

Konban Wa

Ohayo  Marhaba  

Ola 

Sain Bainuu  

Merhaba  
Salemetsie Be

Habari  

Halo

Hallo	

Nay Hoh 

Hola 

Salama Aleikum 

Jambo

Hello 

Bonjour 
Sannu  

Ahn-Young-Ha-Se-Yo  

 Szia  

Salaam  
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Deputy Principal’s ReportDeputy Principal’s Report

 Easter Ac�vi�es
This year our Easter celebra�ons are planned for Friday 12th April 
with an Easter Hat Parade for students in K-2 and an EGG-
Stravaganza for Years 3-6. 

Easter Hat Parade K-2

K-2 students are encouraged to make an Easter hat at home to 
bring in to wear for the parade. Parents and children can work 
together to create the hat - perhaps using cardboard with 
decora�ons on it or decora�ons can be added to an exis�ng 
hat. These hats will need to be brought in ON THE DAY. Students 
will also make a hat in class (to ensure all students are able to par�cipate).

All students taking part in the parade will have equal opportunity
to win a par�cipa�on prize (two Easter Egg prizes for each class). 

3-6 EGG-stravaganza

Students in Years 3-6 are encouraged to make a diorama using the theme EGGS (eg Albert EGGstein, EGG-
streme sport). These dioramas are to be made at home and brought to school on Thursday 11th April  (the 
day before so they can be set up and ready for viewing and judging).

As in previous years, a judging panel will award two Easter Egg prizes to each class.  

Our Easter ac�vi�es are always a highlight of the Term 1 Calendar. We look forward to sharing the day with 
the students and community.   

NAPLAN - Year 3 and Year 5
NAPLAN assesses literacy and numeracy – important skills that each child needs to succeed in school and 
life. The NAPLAN tests are designed to help us make sure students are on track with their literacy and 
numeracy development. Students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 par�cipate in NAPLAN tests for reading, wri�ng, 
conven�ons of language (spelling, grammar and punctua�on) and numeracy.

Between Tuesday 14th and Friday 24th of May, our school will par�cipate in NAPLAN Online. Students do 
not need to be computer experts to take the NAPLAN test online. Making sure students have computer 
skills is part of our school curriculum, and our teachers will ensure your child is familiar with the online 
format. To see the types of ques�ons and interac�ve features of NAPLAN Online, visit the public 
demonstra�on site at h�p://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstra�on-site.

If you have any ques�ons about NAPLAN Online, please contact the office.

For more informa�on: 

Ÿ How to support your child during NAPLAN

h�ps://nap.edu.au/naplan/parent-carer-support

Ÿ informa�on for parents and carers  (see a�ached sheet)

h�p://www.nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-
library/naplan-online-informa�on-brochure-for-parents-and-
carers.pdf

Ÿ Watch a video that explains NAPLAN Online

h�ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3S1z6kUnRRE&feature=youtu.be

Ÿ 'Subscribe to ACARAs monthly parent newsle�er, Parent Update

h�ps://confirmsubscrip�on.com/h/j/0EF4811A90ACFBC1

3
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Friday 12th April 2019
11:00am - 11:20am & 1.20pm - 1:50pm

3 - 6 EGG-Stravanganza 

K - 2 Easter Hat Parade
Friday 12th April 2019 - 11:50am
The Easter Hat Parade will be held on the 3-6 back courts area at 11:50am.

We ask families to join the rest of the school to watch this parade in the allocated 
area for parents and carers.

Please note these viewing times are for parents.

Students will have an opportunity to view the EGG-stravaganza with their class.

7
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Shelley Super StarsShelley Super Stars

Leanita Williams - Deputy Principal 

Students who have not received 
their badges due to wet weather
will do so at the next K-6 Assembly

SP

The PBL Commi�ee

PBL UpdatePBL Update

Shelley Super Stars are Safe 
Respec�ul and Responsible! 

S h e l l ey  S u p e r  S ta rs  fo l l ow 
instruc�ons and sit to eat before 
playing. 

8
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Stage 3 - Bouncing Back from Online Bullying

As part of our studies in responsible digital ci�zenship, Stage 3 students a�ended a session about digital 
resilience on Thursday the 21st March 2019. The session was called 'Bouncing Back from Online Bullying' 
and was delivered through the eSafety Commission. It aimed to teach students to:

Ÿ Iden�fy strategies to help them recover from difficult online situa�ons,

Ÿ Know where to get help for online bullying situa�ons and 

Ÿ Choose a digital resilience skill to prac�se and develop.

During the interac�ve session, our students voted on the ques�on 'Have you ever felt like you didn't know 
how to cope with an online bullying situa�on?' Student responses indicated that one third of SPS students 
in Stage 3 had felt this way, which was consistent with research presented during the session for students 
in this age group. The session also addressed the impacts of online bullying and how it can affect many 
aspects of our lives. Most importantly, the session specifically outlined a range of strategies to use to 
empower students to know what to do if they found themselves being bullied online. Below are some 
reflec�ons wri�en by students in 5J.

Today Year 5 a�ended an online 
class about bullying. They told us 
what to do in a bullying situa�on 
online. We also learnt that you have 
to be brave and support the person 
who is being bullied. The site helped 
me out because now I know what to 
do next �me. By Declan.

Today, all of Year 5 watched an online cyberbullying 
safety program on how to act if you get cyberbullied. It 
supplied a lot of informa�on on how to calm yourself 
down and ignore them. Here are some �ps on what to 
do: tell them to stop, talk to your friends and family, block 
them and report them. I feel like this helped me because I 
now know how to act if I am cyberbullied and know how 
to calm myself down first. By Josh.
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Year 5 a�ended a Bouncing Back from Online 
Bullying session today. It was to teach us about 
avoiding ge�ng bullied online. It gave us lots 
of �ps on what to do if you get bullied and what 
to say to them – even when they make you feel 
mad, sad or emo�onal. It really helped me to 
understand how to stop bullying. By Zac.

Today Year 5 a�ended an interac�ve webcast 
about cyberbullying and how to deal with it. We 
learnt that we should think before we post 
because it might hurt someone else's feelings 
and if we are going to post something like a 
photograph, we should ask and have their 
permission first. This webcast really helped me 
with breathing techniques to calm me down and 
if I get bullied online, I know what to do. By Beth.

Today, Shelley Year 5 students a�ended 
'Bouncing Back from Online Bullying' and we 
learnt about things we could do if we got 
bullied on the internet or on a social media 
app. Here are some things we picked up along 
the way… We learnt about a story of a boy 
who got bullied. In between, we got to vote on 
ques�ons from the host, Greg. He said that 
we could report people and call the Help 
hotline. He also taught us that we have 3 
sec�ons in our brain called the survival brain, 
the smart brain and the emo�onal brain. I 
didn't know all of this was possible when I got 
bullied on an app. I learnt a lot today about 
what to do if I get cyberbullied and it makes 
me feel safe. It was completely useful to me 
and others I could share it with. By Belinda.

Today Year 5 had an online chat to talk about 
what to do to bounce back from online 
bullying. Some new things we learnt were that 
one third of children our age have been 
cyberbullied. There are apps and websites 
people can go on when there are bad 
situa�ons like 'Bullying, No Way!' and the Kids 
Helpline. One new thing I learnt was that in 
app se�ngs, you can block words you don't like 
on your device. I thought it was really helpful to 
know that when you're alone, you can go to 
websites that can really help you. By Erin.

Today all of Year 5 went to the library to watch 
something called 'Bouncing Back from Online 
Bullying'. I learnt that if someone bullies you 
online, you certainly will need to report them 
so that it does not get worse. This is going to 
help me in the future because if someone 
bullies me, I can report them, but first I need to 
take a deep breath and not make the situa�on 
worse by pos�ng more rude comments. If you 
want to make the situa�on be�er, you must 
ignore them, tell a friend, parent or guardian 
and make sure they help you. I was shocked 
when I also heard that the person who gets 
reported can have consequences such as not 
being able to play the game for at least 40 
days! By Shania.

Today I went to a digital classroom and it was 
called 'Bouncing Back from Online Bullying'. I 
learnt lots of things, like how to calm ourselves 
down, how repor�ng is important for change 
and much more. They taught us how to calm 
ourselves down by taking deep breaths, 
watching a funny video, medita�on and yoga. 
We also learnt that app se�ngs allow you to 
filter and block certain words like swear words 
or rude words. A�er doing it, I felt really 
comfortable because I always have someone 
to support me. By Harini.

IS IT BULLYING?
When someone says or does 

something inten�onally hur�ul 
and they keep doing it - even when 

you tell them that you’re upset - 
that’s BULLYING.

When someone says or 
does something 

uninten�onally hur�ul 
and they do it once, 

that’s RUDE.

When someone says or 
does something 

inten�onally hur�ul and 
they do it once,
that’s MEAN.
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Green Team News
On Wednesday in Week 8, The Shelley Green Team had another fantas�c day in the garden!

We were lucky enough to be joined by Peter Dawes from the Royal Botanical Gardens Trust who also 
worked with Year 1 to plant their own tree 
that will belong to them, to care for and 
watch grow. Peter really is a great friend to 
the Shelley Green Team.

We worked in teams and each shared the 
jobs of plan�ng, mulching and waste 
management!

The plan�ng included pu�ng lots more 
na�ves, such as lomandra, emu bush, and 
callistemon in our new outdoor learning 
area. We also were given some gorgeous bush tucker plants, including a Davidson Plum, na�ve guava, a 
finger lime and some na�ve turmeric. They look great and a big thanks to Kylie from Bunnings, who has 
been suppor�ng us in a range of school projects. Thank you to all those parents who donated their free 
trees from Blacktown Council to our school. Moving the mulch was hard work, but lots of smiles and team 
work really made the job a pleasure (a zooper dooper might have also helped).

Our third job was to sort the recyclables, and check our school environment for rubbish. We have a great 
team of new radical recyclers who can lead the school! The worms were a bit shy but we learnt how helpful 
they are in the garden and how to feed and care for them.

Well done, Shelley Green Team -  you really are a dream, green team!



D
ate

s to
 R

e
m

e
m

b
e

r
D

e
p

u
ty P

rin
cip

al’s R
e

p
o

rt
P

rin
cip

al’s R
e

p
o

rt
Stage

 3
 B

o
u

n
cin

g B
ack

H
arm

o
n

y D
ay 

R
e

p
�

le
 In

cu
rsio

n

Speechie Corner

that oral language difficul�es
are o�en the underlying cause
of reading, wri�ng and learning
problems 

Sophie Gill  - Speech Therapist

Language Difficul�es: “Red Flags”

What is recep�ve language?

The ability to understand the language that we hear including 
words, sentences and the meaning of what others say.

What is expressive language?

Being able to express what we think, want and need. How 
well a child can put this informa�on into words and 
sentences that make sense. 

When should you be worried about your child's language?

Ÿ If your child has a history of being a late talker or having 
trouble with their speech sounds it is always a good idea to keep a close eye on their oral language too.

Ÿ Others find it hard to understand the message your child is trying to express. Your child's talk might be

 - out of order (poorly sequenced),

 - vague (full or words like thing and stuff and you know) 

 - the sentences may be ungramma�cal or incomplete or 

 - the listener might have to ask a lot of ques�ons to clarify what is meant.

Ÿ Your child has trouble understanding what other people say, for example they might have difficulty

 - Following instruc�ons

 - Might give “odd or unusual answers” because they haven't understood the ques�on

 - Might not be able to understand what they read because they don't know the meanings of words
    or sentences.

Ÿ Your child has trouble saying what they want and may become frustrated.

Ÿ Your child has behavioural problems because they can't explain a problem or understand the language 
being used in that situa�on.

What to do if you are worried about your child's language?

Ÿ Discuss the problems with your child's teacher and your school learning support teacher

Ÿ Get your child's hearing and vision tested

Ÿ You can make a �me to come to see me at Shelley PS to discuss your concerns -  phone 9622 8359

Ÿ Go to see a Speech Pathologist

12
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Dates to RememberDates to Remember

Notes and Money to be Returned by Due Date  
Year Event Due Date  

K-6 Book Pack asap

K-6 A�ernoon Pick Up Arrangements asap

Years 1-2 Brewongle Excursion  - note and $30 17 May

Year 5 Environmental Excursion  - note 5 April

 
Please note: copies of all notes and Newsle�ers are available on the Shelley website. 

NO LATE 
Payments can 
be Accepted

PSSA

 So�ball, Tee Ball & Cricket
Harvey Park

 AFL
Morgan Power Reserve

Week 10
Monday  1st April  Interrelate

Friday  5th April PSSA 

Week 11
Monday  8th April    Super Star Morning Tea 

Wednesday  10th April K-6 Assembly

Thursday  11th April ANZAC Service

Friday  12 April    Easter Ac�vi�es

Sh
ell

ey
 P&C

has a
 sp

orty
 fu

ndra
ise

r!

High
Bounce Balls

Spalding
$3

Buy from the
Hunger Hut

(our canteen)
for only $3 each!

13
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Why do students do NAPLAN?

The National Assessment Program – Literacy 
and Numeracy (NAPLAN) assesses literacy and 
numeracy skills that are essential for every child 
to progress through school and life. Students in 
Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 participate in the annual NAPLAN 
tests in reading, writing, conventions of language 
(spelling, grammar and punctuation) and numeracy.

The assessment provides parents and schools with an 
understanding of how individual students are performing 
at the time of the tests. NAPLAN is just one aspect of a 
school’s assessment and reporting process - it does not 
replace ongoing assessments made by teachers about 
student performance.

NAPLAN also provides schools, education authorities 
and governments with information about how education 
programs are working and whether young Australians 
are meeting important educational outcomes in literacy 
and numeracy.

What is assessed?

NAPLAN assesses literacy and numeracy skills that 
students are learning through their regular school 
curriculum. All government and non-government 
education authorities have contributed to the 
development of NAPLAN materials.

In 2019 most students across Australia will sit   
NAPLAN online. 

Feedback in the first year of NAPLAN Online showed 
that students engaged well with online assessments. 
One of the main benefits of NAPLAN Online is tailored 
(or adaptive) testing, where the test automatically adapts 
to a student’s test performance. The test presents 
questions of higher or lower complexity, depending on
a student’s performance. 

Tailored (or adaptive) testing is designed to assess a 
wider range of student abilities and to measure student 
achievement more precisely. Your child should not be 
concerned if they find questions more challenging than 
usual; they may be taking a more complex test pathway. 
A student’s overall NAPLAN score is based on the number 
and complexity of questions they answer correctly.

NAPLAN Online is not a test of keyboard skills. 
There are variations in how fast and well a student can 
type – just as there are variations in how fast and well a 
student can write by hand. Year 3 students will complete 
the writing test on paper.

To get an idea of what the online assessment looks like, 
visit the public demonstration site at nap.edu.au

How can I help my child prepare?

 

Help your child prepare by reassuring them that 
NAPLAN is just one part of their school program, and 
by reminding them on the day to simply try their best. 
Teachers will ensure students are familiar with the 
types of questions in the tests and will provide 
appropriate support and guidance. Ensuring students 
are familiar with using devices, typing on them and 
navigating through programs are a part of student 
learning and a requirement of the Australian Curriculum 
from the first year at school.

ACARA does not recommend excessive preparation 
for NAPLAN or the use of coaching providers.
NAPLAN is about assessing learning progress in 
literacy and numeracy.

NAPLAN Online –  
information for parents 
and carers 

Will my child sit NAPLAN on
paper or online?

In 2019, your child will sit the NAPLAN online tests.
However, children in some other schools across 
Australia will sit the NAPLAN paper tests this year. 
Federal, state and territory education ministers have 
agreed that all schools will move online by 2020. 
State and territory education authorities will  
determine when their schools move online.

As students are assessed on the same literacy and 
numeracy curriculum content, regardless of whether 
they complete the test online or on paper, results for 
both formats can be reported on the same NAPLAN 
assessment scale.To find out more about NAPLAN 
Online, visit nap.edu.au
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Participation in NAPLAN 

All students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 are expected to 
participate in the annual NAPLAN assessment.

Students with disability may qualify for adjustments 
that reflect the support normally provided for 
classroom assessments. You should first discuss the 
use of any disability adjustments for your child with 
your child’s teacher. 

A formal exemption may be granted for a student 
with disability that severely limits their capacity to 
participate in the assessment, or for a student who 
has recently arrived in Australia and has a non-English 
speaking background. 

Your school principal and your local test administration 
authority can give you more information on NAPLAN 
Online disability adjustments or the process required to 
gain a formal exemption.

NAPLAN Online 2019 timetable

The assessment window for NAPLAN Online is 
extended from three days provided for the paper test 
to nine days. This is to give schools more flexibility in 
scheduling and accommodate schools that may have 
fewer devices. The NAPLAN Online assessment 
window starts on Tuesday 14 May and finishes on 
Friday 24 May 2019.

The online tests must be taken in the following order:

What if my child is absent from 
school on assessment days?

Where possible, schools may arrange for individual 
students who are absent at the time of testing to 
complete missed tests at another time during the 
school’s test schedule. Individual students are 
not permitted to sit NAPLAN online tests after 
Friday 24 May 2019.

How is my child’s performance 
measured?

Individual student performance is shown on a national 
achievement scale for each assessment. A result at the 
national minimum standard indicates that the student 
has demonstrated the basic literacy and numeracy skills 
needed to participate fully in that year level. 

A NAPLAN individual student report will be issued by 
your child’s school later in the year. If you do not receive 
a report, you should contact your child’s school. 

How are NAPLAN results used?

• Students and parents may use individual results  
to discuss progress with teachers.

• Teachers use results to better identify students  
who would benefit from greater challenges or  
extra support.

• Schools use results to identify strengths and areas 
to improve in teaching programs, and to set goals in 
literacy and numeracy.

• School systems use results to review programs and 
support offered to schools.

• The community can see average school NAPLAN 
results at myschool.edu.au

Where can I get more information?

For more information about NAPLAN:

• contact your child’s school 

• contact your local test administration authority     

    

at nap.edu.au/TAA

• visit

 

nap.edu.au

For information about how personal information for      
NAPLAN is handled by ACARA, visit
nap.edu.au/naplanprivacy

Test Duration Order Details

Writing

Year 3: 40 min.
Year 5: 40 min.
Year 7: 40 min.
Year 9: 40 min.

To be 
completed in 
the first two 
days

Year 3 students 
do a paper-based 
writing test on day 
one only

Reading

Year 3: 45 min.
Year 5: 50 min. 
Year 7: 65 min. 
Year 9: 65 min.

To be 
completed 
after the 
writing test

Students read a 
range of 
informative, 
imaginative and 
persuasive texts

Conventions 
of 

language

Year 3: 45 min.
Year 5: 45 min. 
Year 7: 45 min.
Year 9: 45 min.

To be 
completed 
after the 
reading test

This test 
includes spelling, 
grammar and 
punctuation

Numeracy

Year 3: 45 min. 
Year 5: 50 min. 
Year 7: 65 min
Year 9: 65 min.

To be 
competed 
after the 
conventions 
of language 
test

This test 
includes
number and 
algebra; 
measurement 
and geometry; 
and statistics and 
probability
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Drop in to the Office 
for an Enrolment Form

Let your friends and neighbours know!

Enrol now for 
Shelley Public School

KINDERGARTEN
2020
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Advertisements are inserted in good faith. Shelley Public School does not endorse or carry responsibility for claims
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