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news LETTERSP

SHELLEY PUBLIC SCHOOL 15th March 2019VOL: 38  No.7

Principal’s ReportPrincipal’s Report

 KidsMatter 

 It has been another produc�ve week of learning at Shelley 
PS for students, teachers and parents alike. 

We pride ourselves on being a “community of lifelong learners” – and to this
end, our teachers are involved in ongoing and regular professional learning, 
both as stage teams and as a school team. I would like to acknowledge and thank our Shelley school staff 
for their commitment to their own professional development and learning. Our teachers spend many 
hours outside of school �me, to ensure that the teaching and learning programs offered at Shelley are of 
an outstanding quality. We are indeed blessed to have such a dedicated team of professionals working 
with our students.

Harmony Week at Shelley PS - Thursday 21st March
Harmony Day (21st March) celebrates Australia's cultural diversity. It is about 
inclusiveness, respect and a sense of belonging for everyone. It is a day for all 
Australians to embrace cultural diversity and to share what we have in common.

The central message for Harmony Day is that 'everyone belongs', reinforcing the 
importance of inclusiveness to all Australians. This year marks the 20th year of Harmony day celebra�ons 
in Australia (and in fact, to signify its importance – the event has been renamed  Harmony Week). For our 
school, it provides our students with an opportunity to understand that although we may look, learn, eat, 
celebrate or speak differently, we all deserve to belong and be respected.

We are planning some Harmony Day celebra�ons for Shelley – to take place on Thursday 21st March.  We 
will be holding a Na�onal Dress or Orange Mu�i Day. On this day students can come to school wearing 
na�onal dress from their cultural heritage – or they can wear mu�i clothes in the colour orange (as this is 
the colour that represents Harmony Day). This is a free Mu�i day to celebrate harmony at our school (no 
gold coin dona�on necessary). Parents are encouraged to wear their na�onal dress when dropping 
children off in the morning!

Students will also par�cipate in some Harmony Day ac�vi�es in their classroom.

Reminder: Lost Property Reminder
This is repeated from our Week 3 newsle�er – but it seems to be an ongoing issue. We frequently remind 
students about the importance of labelling all items of clothing and checking lost property for missing 
items. (The Lost Property cupboard is located near the hall). Occasionally I hear of jumpers that have gone 
missing for weeks at a �me – only to turn up later and be returned to the owner because it is clearly 
labelled. It is common for students to inadvertently pick up items of clothing, par�cularly hats, 
jumpers and jackets, which do not belong to them. It is helpful if parents can check their children's 
school uniforms as they are going through the wash. If you no�ce an item that does not belong to your 
child, please return it to the school as soon as possible – as its prompt return may save another parent 
the expense of replacing the missing item unnecessarily.

eVEr  ONE BeLOn  Sy g
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Young Leaders Day
On Monday, Mrs Williams and I a�ended The Na�onal Young Leaders Day at The Interna�onal Conven�on 
Centre, Darling Harbour, with our Year 6 Student Leaders. Congratula�ons to Bradley, Eloise, Bradwell, 
Alana, Lachlan, Des�ny, Joshua and Sophia- who were great ambassadors for our school and par�cipated 
in the day enthusias�cally.

Our young school leaders had an excep�onal day, with some outstanding speakers, sharing insights and 
sugges�ons around facing challenges and being an effec�ve leader. 

The speakers included:

Tim Diamond -  General Manager Co�on On Founda�on    

“The Co�on On Founda�on is focused on empowering youth globally through the delivery of quality 
educa�on projects in Uganda, South Africa, Thailand and Australia. Tim Diamond is the General Manager 
of the Co�on On Founda�on, and has lead the passionate team since he was engaged by the Co�on On 
Group back in 2006 to develop the philanthropic arm of the business. The Co�on On 
Founda�on's mission is to develop 20,000 educa�onal places globally by 2020, 
believing that educa�on is key to breaking the cycle of poverty”. 

Tim challenged our students to think about: What is your cause / passion? What do 
you need to do to make it happen? What is stopping you?”

Some of Tim's important messages were:

Ÿ “A quality educa�on gives every child the poten�al to make a difference”

Ÿ “One small ac�on can have a huge impact.”

Ÿ  “The world needs you – you are the changemakers”

Tamsin Janu - award winning Australian children's author.  

“Tamsin's inspira�on to write comes from many of the things she has seen and experienced herself. Her 

debut junior novel, Figgy in the World, was born from memories of her three month trip to Ghana, West 

Africa in 2009. Tamsin's newest stand-alone junior novel is Blossom, a fantasy story set in 

Australia. It follows the adventures of 10 year old Lo�e, who one day discovers a strange 

li�le girl, Blossom, on her doorstep.”

Tamsin's important messages included:

Ÿ “IF you don't take a chance some�mes. If you don't put yourself out there, you will 
never achieve your dreams”

Ÿ “Following your own path does not mean you don't take on the advice of others”

Ÿ “Whilst you are the author of your story, people that you meet will become the 
editors (who make sugges�ons to make the story be�er!)”

Ÿ “Challenge yourself, Take �me to learn about the world around you and Be unique!”

Cate Campbell – Gold Medallist Olympian in Swimming

“Cate Campbell is currently one of the most prominent names in Australian swimming. Born in Africa, she 

moved with her family to Australia when she was 9 years old, and joined her local swimming club as a way 

of mee�ng others. Cate first came to prominence at age 13 in 2006, when she claimed gold in both the 

50m and 100m Freestyle at the Australian Age Championships. She has gone on to hold both Olympic and 

world records in these same events. Cate admits that she was never good at singing or dancing, but she 

realised that swimming was something she could do well. Also admi�ng that she isn't naturally a driven 

person, Cate has become highly mo�vated by her pursuit of excellence”. 

Cate reminded our young leaders to work hard and be humble!

An important message from Cate was that “Swimming is an individual sport – but you don't get there 
without a team. Find something you are good at and that you love – then you will be willing to sacrifice to 
achieve your goal”
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Holly Ferling -Australian Women's Cricketer 

“Holly Ferling is one of the rising stars of interna�onal women's 
cricket, having exceeded expecta�ons in her short career to 
date and has recently been recruited by the Melbourne Stars in 
the Women's Big Bash League”.

She encouraged our student leaders to “Embrace the scary 
but exci�ng” and reminded them that: “In leadership – you are 
in the spotlight and everyone watches what you do. You have 
the opportunity to make a change and leave a legacy. What will 
you do with your responsibili�es as a leader? What is the legacy 
you will leave behind? Challenge yourself  - con�nue to grow  - 
con�nue to challenge yourself. Setbacks will happen  - you only 
fail if when presented with a setback you do nothing.”

Reminder for Parent Helpers in Classrooms
At Shelley PS we greatly value the par�cipa�on of parents and grandparents in many aspects of school life. 
One very valuable way of helping out is to volunteer as a parent helper for reading or maths groups. I 
would just like to remind all parents who assist in classrooms of the significance of this role  - and of the 
trust that is placed in you as a volunteer. Confiden�ality is of upmost importance  - and I remind all our 
helpers that the learning, efforts and behaviour of our students must not be discussed outside the 
classroom, not even with a child's parents.

School Requirement Pack Fees
With just four weeks le� in Term 1 -  there are s�ll a number of families who have not yet paid their School 
Requirement Pack / Resource fees. These books and subscrip�ons have already been paid for and it is 
important that the school is reimbursed for the costs. Whilst ever we s�ll have so much of this money 
outstanding -  we are unable to proceed with the purchase of other resources for use in classrooms. 

Kindergarten Parents
Parents with a student in Kindergarten  - we ask you to please pack in your child's bag a spare change of 
underwear. Kindergarten children o�en become so engrossed in their play or ac�vi�es – and will “forget” 
to stop for a toilet break. Others just don't make it on �me! Although we have a small supply of underwear, 
it is much be�er for children if they have their own underwear to change into. Please keep a spare change 
of underwear in a plas�c bag in your child's school bag.

If your child has an accident and comes home in “school underwear” we ask that these are washed and 
returned to school at your earliest convenience.

Jewellery at School
The students at Shelley PS are to be congratulated on the way they wear their school uniform with pride. 
Although at �mes it is necessary to speak to primary students about a few incorrect items of clothing 
“creeping in”, they clearly make a concerted effort to ensure they are wearing full and correct school 
uniform at all �mes. I also thank parents for assis�ng in this area. 

One area I would just like to remind all students about is the wearing of jewellery. 
This informa�on is also important for new families to our school.

Students are permi�ed to wear a watch and earrings. Earrings should be a 
small pair of studs or sleepers (NO dangly earrings or bright coloured earrings).

Necklaces are not to be worn by students at school (with the excep�on being a 
chain with a small religious medal or cross. These should be tucked under the 

uniform).

No rings, bracelets, anklets or bangles (again-  the excep�on would be a medical alert bracelet).

3
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School Gates
We have 5 pedestrian entries to the school which are used by students and parents in the 
mornings and a�ernoons. For the safety and security of our students, four of these 
pedestrian gates are closed and locked during the school day. 

Please note: the Hadrian Ave carpark pedestrian access entrance remains open 
throughout the day, for parents needing to drop off / pick up students, or visit the 
school office, or for those coming to school as parent helpers.

The other four gates are closed each morning at approximately 9.30am and re-
opened in the a�ernoon by our General Assistant. The gates will be opened at 
approximately 2:50pm on Mondays and Tuesdays, and at 2:30pm on all other days.

Change of Address and Contact Details
It is essen�al that we have up to date address, contact, and emergency contact details for every student at 
our school. O�en when families move – or parents change phone numbers or workplaces, it is easy to 
forget all the people we need to no�fy! If any of your contact details change, please no�fy the school office 
as soon as possible.

Remember  - Parents can also update these details via the School APP at any�me.

Please let us know if you have changed:

 Address  Home or mobile phone

 Email address  Work place -  and therefore have a new work contact number

 Or if you have different emergency contacts to those nominated on your child's enrolment form.

Na�onal Day of Ac�on Against Bullying and Violence - Friday 15th March 2019
Today is the Na�onal Day of Ac�on Against Bullying. This day is held to raise community awareness of the 
impact of bullying and violence.

The NSW Department of Educa�on and Communi�es is commi�ed to ensuring all NSW schools remain 
safe places for students to learn and teachers to teach. Bullying is a complex issue for the whole 
community and addressing this issue requires constant vigilance by the whole community, including 
school communi�es.

The Na�onal Day of Ac�on Against Bullying and Violence 2019 encourages us as 
schools, parents, families and community members to take a stand together to 
recognise the important role everyone plays in the drive to stop bullying.

We must remember to differen�ate between 

Ÿ bullying as repeated incidents and

Ÿ isolated incidents (which whilst s�ll unacceptable are not a case of bullying)  

Conflict or fights between equals and single incidents are not defined as bullying.

Bullying behaviour is not:

Ÿ children not ge�ng along well 

Ÿ a situa�on of mutual conflict 

Ÿ single episodes of nas�ness or random acts of aggression or in�mida�on. 

During the year, all of our classes at Shelley PS are involved in discussions and lessons around the subject 
of bullying.  

If you would like to learn more about how we can support our children in the stance against bullying, there 
are some great websites you can visit – including Bullying. No way! Website: h�p://bullyingnoway.gov.au/

This site has lots of great informa�on as well as ac�vi�es for children to get involved in.  We encourage 
parents to also have a look – and spend some �me discussing the issue with their children.    

Jo-Ann Campion

BULLY
FREE
ZONE
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Deputy Principal’s ReportDeputy Principal’s Report

Young Leaders Day 
On Monday, Ms Campion and I took our student 
leaders to the Young Leaders conference at Darling 
Harbour. The conference had fantas�c speakers to 
appeal to and inspire our students, including:

Tim Diamond from the 'Co�on On Founda�on' who 
encouraged the audience to discover their passion, work out what is needed to make it happen and also to 
iden�fy and work around barriers – learning from your mistakes.

Tamsin Janu  - author who spoke of ge�ng out of your 
comfort zone and taking chances to follow your dreams.

Cate Campbell -Olympic swimmer who encouraged 
students to find something you are good at and enjoy and 
also not being afraid of dreaming big.

Her goggles remind her to set goals.

Her pool buoy is about playing to your strengths.

Stop watches are used to constantly see where you are at.

Her squad mates mo�vate her. She told the students to 
surround themselves with really good like- minded people.

She uses her medals to recognise success.

Holly Ferling - Cricketer, discussed the responsibili�es 
associated with leadership, encouraging students to 
consider the legacy they will leave behind.

Sydney West Swimming Carnival
Congratula�ons to the Shelley students who represented Blacktown Zone 
on Tuesday at Homebush. Well done, Harry, Jake, Nathaniel, Jake and Tate!

5
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Kindy BBQ - Celebrating 30 Days of Kindergarten

7
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Luke 6E, Hosea 3S, Finau 4L, Jessica 2P, Nathan 6E and Zac 2P
Congratula�ons to our Week 7 Shelley Super Stars: 

Shree 2J and Isabella 6D
Congratula�ons to our Week 6 Shelley Super Stars: 

8
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Shelley Super StarsShelley Super Stars

Jesse 6E4

3

These students will be presented 
with their badges on Monday 
18th March at the K-6 Assembly

SP

Congratulations to the 
following students on 
achieving their:

1

Georgia 

Alia 

Hiranja 

Jackson 

6D

5T 

4B                                         

3T                                                                   

Leanita Williams - Deputy Principal 

It is lovely for students to have the opportunity to 

celebrate their birthday with their classmates, 

however we ask parents to please limit your 

celebra�ons to a cake or ideally small cupcakes to 

be shared amongst the class.

Student Birthday Celebra�ons 

9
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The PBL Commi�ee

PBL UpdatePBL Update

Shelley Super Stars are Safe Respec�ul and Responsible! 

Our representa�ve shirts have arrived! A big thanks to the Shelley P&C who funded the purchase of 
these special shirts for our Super Stars to wear when represen�ng the school. We will use them at 
the zone cross country carnival, to be held next term.

Our purple award winners at the K-6 Assemblies were Liam from 4B and Tia from 2J.  
Congratula�ons, We hope you both enjoyed your special canteen reward!

Shelley swimmers performed well at the Blacktown Zone Swimming Championships. It was great to see 
the children suppor�ng and cheering each other during each event. We may not have won the carnival 
but we were way in front in the cheering stakes.

What was very evident and encouraging was the determina�on of each of our swimmers to do their best, 
with most repor�ng swimming “Personal Best” �mes. The most pleasing and rewarding aspect of the 
meet was to see each swimmer exit the pool with a big smile on their face. All swimmers said they enjoyed 
the experience and congratula�ons to each compe�tor on making the school team to represent at zone.

We had a large team of 27 swimmers a�ending and did Shelley proud. It was great to have so many 
parents suppor�ng and encouraging all our swimmers and I know our children appreciated the 
wholehearted support. Although some of our children did well in their heats, each race was a �med final 
and other children may have swum faster in another heat. That aside, our children did their very best in 
their swims, which was a big effort.

We had the Junior Boys Relay Team represen�ng Blacktown at the Regional Carnival at Homebush. The 
team included Jake 4B, Tate 3S, Nathaniel 4L and Jake 4L. Great effort boys, congratula�ons on running 
second in the final. We have both Harry and Jake 4L represen�ng in a number of individual events as well 
at Homebush. 

A very big congratula�ons to Jake 4L who won the Blacktown Zone JUNIOR BOYS CHAMPIONSHIP. This was 
for boys 8yrs, 9yrs and 10yrs of age. As Jake is only 9yrs we have high hopes for him in 2020 as well.

Mr Brian McKay
Team Manager

Zone Swimming Carnival

10
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Zone Swimming Carnival Results

Regional Results 

    Jake 4L  3rd in 50 free, 6th in Backstroke

    Harry 6E  5th in 50 Bu�erfly

    Junior Boys Relay 6th in heat

Zone Heat Results

  Harry 6E 100 Free 6th  Jake 4L 400 IM  1st

  Junior Girls Relay 5th  Junior Boys Relay 2nd

  Senior Girls Relay 6th  Senior Boys Relay 4th

Heat Results

 Girls  Event  Place Boys  Event   Place

 Carissa 2J 8Yr 50m Free 2nd Jake  4L  9Yr 50m Free  1st

 Mia  3T  9 Yr 50m Free 1st  Jake  4B 9Yr 50m Free  6th

 Paige  4R 10 Yr 50m Free 2nd Tate  3S 9 Yr 50m Free  4th

 Montana  4B  10Yr 50m Free 6th  Adrian 4R 10Yr 50m Free  3rd 

 Lacey 5J 10 Yr 50m Free 7th  Lachlan 4R  10 Yr 50m Free 4th

 Eloise 6D  11 Yr 50m Free          1st Nathaniel 4L 50 Free      4th

 Sophie 6E  11Yr 50m Free         7th Cooper  5G  11 yr 50m Free 2nd 

 Eunice 6E  11 Yr 50m Free  5th Joshua   5J  11 Yr 50m Free     3rd

 Alana 6E  12 Yr 50m Free   5th  Nicholas  5G  11 Yr 50m Free     2nd

 Rhiannon 6F  12 50 Free      6th Nikolas   6F  12 Yr 50m Free       5th

 Des�ny 6F  12 Yr 50m Free   5th Joshua  6F 12 Yr 50m Free      5th

 Amelia 5G Jnr Breast 4th  Harry 6E 12 Yr 50m Free     3rd

 Mia 3T junior Breast  3rd Lachlan  4R Junior Breast          7th

 Lacey 5J Junior Breast 6th  Tate  3S Junior Breast          5th

 Eunice 6E 11Yr  Breast 5th  Jake  4L Junior Breast           1st

 Emily 6E Senior Breast 4th  Nicholas  5G 11yrs Breast       1st

 Des�ny 6F Senior breast 5th  Joshua  5J 11 Yr Breast  1st

 Payge 4R Junior Back 8th  Harry  6E Senior Breast 4th

 Montana 4B Junior Back 6th  Nikolas 6F Senior Breast 3rd

 Lacey 5J Junior Back   4th  Joshua  6F  Senior Breast 6th

 Eloise 6D 11yr Back 2nd Jake  4B Junior Back  2nd

 Eunice 6E 11yr Back  4th  Nathaniel  4L Jun Back  3rd

 Piper  6F 11yr Back 5th  Jake  4L Junior Back  1st

 Des�ny  6F Senior Back  3rd   Joshua  5J 11 Yr Back  2nd

 Lacey 5J Junior Fly 1st       Nicholas  5G 11yr Back  4th

       Nikolas  6F Senior Back  1st

       Alex  6D Senior Back  3rd

       Harry  6E Senior Back  3rd

       Jake  4B Fly    1st

       Jake 4L  Fly    2nd

       Harry 6E  Senior Fly   2nd
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Green Team News

On Wednesday we had our very first mee�ng of the 2019 Green Team. 
We found out about green thumbs and all the jobs needed to keep our 
school clean, green and fun! All our gardeners were able to find and pot 
a marigold to take home. What a fast and furious gardening morning! 

Now that we know what a marigold looks like, we will be 
weeding around our vegetable gardens... pulling out all 
the green things that are not a marigold.

We have some capsicum, eggplant, kale and silverbeet 
that are trying hard to grow in this hot weather. We are 

hoping to make something delicious to eat when they are 
grown and delicious. Please feel free to enjoy 

our lovely lemongrass, which is growing beau�fully at the 
moment. We will also have another batch of Worm Wee 
Tee available soon, which is a great addi�on to your 
garden  - helping improve your soil health! What a busy  
and produc�ve place our garden is!

A special men�on to our returning, experienced 
gardeners, who were true champions, helping and 
suppor�ng our newest members of the Green Team. Ms 
Liyange, Mrs Brechin and Mrs Legge are very excited to 
have such a great bunch, ready, willing and smiling in our 
amazing gardens this year!

A big part of the Green Team's role  is the management 
of the Return and Earn system, through which we can 
raise funds for the SRC by recycling our drink containers. The yellow bins are for any drink containers from 

the canteen as well as cans and bo�les with the barcode and 10c message. Students 
need to empty the containers, take out the straw and put them in the yellow bin. 

Feel free to add to our collec�on, but please no coffee cups or other rubbish. 
We look forward to making Shelley even greener than ever!

We extend an invita�on to any community volunteers to support the Green 
Team on Wednesdays a�er 9am. Some�mes we need a hand with a final �dy 
up, some more extensive weeding or some fabulous new ideas or energies. 
If you would be interested in volunteering to be a wonderful part of the 

Green Team, please see the Mrs Brechin in the office. 

Ela is one of our Senior 
Gardeners. She has been 

doing a great job 
mentoring our newest 
Green Team members.

HaRmONY DAY Thursday
21st March

Wear orange mu�i clothes or na�onal costume
Celebrate cultural diversity - Parents are welcome to dress up too!
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Speechie Corner
An ac�vity to complete this fortnight…Play Modified Sca�egories

How? Write category words on individual pieces of paper and then place them into a box. (E.g. colour, 
size, texture, shape, animals, food, transport, sports, clothing etc.) Write all the le�ers of the alphabet 
and place them into a separate box. Ask your child to pick one piece of paper from each box i.e. one 
category, one le�er. 

Tell your child the aim of the game is to write down as many words rela�ng to the category chosen 
that start with the le�er that was chosen. For example, if the category is texture and the the le�er is 's' 
they could write down smooth, slimy, s�cky, slippery etc.

The child is given a �me frame of your choosing (e.g. 3 minutes) and is to write down all of the words 
they have thought of. A�er the �me is up, the child will read out all the words they have come up with.

Why? To prac�ce and revise new vocabulary.

What do I look for? Make sure they are wri�ng words star�ng 
with the right le�er and that they match the category.

How can I make this easier?

Ÿ Take away the �me limit

Ÿ Use pictures to help prompt your child

How do I make it harder? If you are playing with mul�ple people, you can play in teams. The team that 
gets the most words will get a point and those who win the most points at the end wins the game!

Sophie Gill - Speech Pathologist

P&C News

Second hand uniform items are now being sold in the Uniform Shop

Second hand uniform items are now being sold in the uniform shop for $5 each item (no exchange or 
refund). Please note that all items are washed prior to being sold.

If you have any unwanted uniform items in good condi�on that you would like to donate to the Uniform 
Shop, please bring them to the canteen, uniform shop or to the office.

No second hand items will be held or put aside. They are sold on a first come basis at the regular shop 
opening �me of Monday at 8:30 – 9:30am.

P&C Fundraisers

We have several fundraisers running at the moment. They are:

Ÿ 5 Cent Drive 

Ÿ High Bounce Balls (for sale at the canteen)

Ÿ Easter Raffle 

We thank Mega Mini Golf Campbelltown for their kind dona�on to the Easter Raffle.
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Week 8 
Monday  18th March K-2 Assembly  - 1D Hos�ng

Thursday  21st March Harmony Day 

Friday  22nd March PSSA 

Week 9 
Monday  25th March  3-6 Assembly  - 5J Hos�ng  

Wednesday  27th March  Blacktown Fes�val of Performing Arts Rehearsal 

Friday  29th March PSSA                                                             

Dates to RememberDates to Remember

Notes and Money to be Returned 
Year Event Due Date  
K-6 School Requirements Pack asap

K-6 A�ernoon Pick Up Arrangements asap

Year 5 Environmental Excursion  - note 5 April

Please note: copies of all notes and Newsle�ers are available on the Shelley website. 

PSSA

 So�ball, Tee Ball & Cricket
Harvey Park

 AFL
Morgan Power Reserve

60
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20
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0
KA KH KV 1D 1F 1T 2J 2M 2P 3L 3S 3T 4B 4L 4R 5G 5J 5T 6D 6E 6F

5c FUNDRAISING DRIVE
TOTAL as of Friday 1st of March $314.05
70

$28.40

$56.05
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Advertisements are inserted in good faith. Shelley Public School does not endorse or carry responsibility for claims

St Mar�n’s Village, Blacktown
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